A   GLORIOUS    MOUNTAIN   HOLIDAY
blocks are poised threateningly, and there we can walk
for some yards on a smooth two-foot path ; now we climb
a little needle, to drop again to a shattered gap. On and
on for hundreds of feet, with the wonderful, eerie, over-
hanging eastern face in deep shadow beneath us, and blaz-
ing sunshine striking in cascades of light on the jagged
but equally steep western side of the wave. All too
soon we were on the top, and took our hats off to our
distant relation, E. R. Whitwell, who made the first ascent
of this amazing peak. But time was short, and we must
hurry down to avoid parental anxiety and cold tea. A
rapid scramble down the shattered ridge to the col, and a
careful kicking of steps along the first two or three hundred
feet of the glacier which led northwards to our picnic
place, then a glissade—the best in Italy—gradually easing
off into a run down. At the bottom, tea with two parents,
no longer anxious, and a walk in the late evening down
the road to San Martino. That, for sheer enjoyment, was
the best day of the holiday.
Soon, my people had to return home, and my brother
and I wandered off to do the Vajolet Towers, of which
we had read so much. They are the most surprisingly
slender and vertical " mountains "—if such a term be
admissible—that I have ever witnessed, for all the world
like a gigantic castle on a dream-peak of steep rock. We
only had time for two of the three towers, but the passage
between these was a unique experience. One straddles
across a gap some 3 feet wide, which continues for some
hundreds of feet both above and below at approximately
the same width. Such is the roughness of Dolomite rock
that the climb down to, and up from, this airy straddle
is neither difficult nor dangerous. From the top of the
middle tower, we saw quite easily our way downwards;
in fact, only the ledges and outcrops of rock which compose
the way down are visible from the summit. All else is
completely vertical and thus out of sight. We soon got
down and set off in search of a meal in Campitello.

